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HEALTH REFORMS - MINISTER’S ADDRESS TO SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CABINET 

589. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for Health: 
In what is a rare event for any state government, I understand that the Minister for Health was invited to address 
the South Australian cabinet yesterday.  Can the minister inform the house why this invitation was extended by 
our South Australian counterpart? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
I take some delight in informing the house of this unique invitation from the South Australian government, 
which I readily accepted.  Yesterday morning in Adelaide I met for three-quarters of an hour with the Premier, a 
delightful man, and then spent one hour briefing the South Australian cabinet on the nature of the health reforms 
being undertaken in Western Australia.  In introducing me to the cabinet, the Premier and the Minister for Health 
both said that Western Australia was leading the nation in health reform with the model it is now implementing.  
Referring to the flagship of the Fiona Stanley hospital to service Perth’s southern suburbs, a new hospital at 
Midland, and construction due to commence shortly on a new hospital at Rockingham to service Perth’s southern 
suburbs, my account of all of these initiatives to completely rebuild our health system tremendously impressed 
the South Australian cabinet.  It reinforced the fact that, if other states in Australia adopted the Western 
Australian model of health reform, health care in Australia would be in a much better condition.  The cabinet 
was also very impressed with the efforts being made in the country.  I did not dare mention the new Busselton 
hospital, but I described how six major country centres in Western Australia are to become regional resource 
centres to enable health care to be delivered closer to home for people from country regions, so that they can 
receive a greater proportion of their health care in their own region.  The South Australian cabinet was also 
impressed with the development of the clinical networks in Western Australia, in which we have gone back to 
first principles in every disease and health condition to look at how we can incorporate world’s best practice into 
health care in Western Australia, so that clinical networks can drive health reform in every area of health care in 
the future.  I was delighted to be able to impart all that knowledge to the South Australian cabinet.  In five and a 
half years, this government has never invited a minister from another jurisdiction to address cabinet.  It is 
testimony to the good work currently being done in the health system in Western Australia.   
 


